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ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION

The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights Republika Srpska was founded on 10" May
1996 by a group of independent intellectuals, as the citizens’ reaction to the violent and
systematic human rights violations. It is an independent, non-profit organization of
citizens which has undertaken a series of activities directed toward the promotion and
the protection of human rights and, with a focus on the education of citizens on the
basic humanistic and cultural values underlying human rights.

In recent years, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska has
contributed considerably to the actualization and the solution of a series of problems in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which are of great importance for the establishment of a
democratic society. Since its establishment, this NGO has undertaken a series of
activities (TV programs, radio programs, press campaigns, public appearances, round
tables, conferences) to inform the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina of the
introduction of the human rights system, primarily of the European Convention of
Human Rights and the basic freedoms.

In the past, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska has carried
out the monitoring of the human rights situation submitting quarterly reports to the
domestic and international public. These periodic reports have often initiated activities
directed towards the removal of the causes leading to various human rights violations.
This NGO also realized a series of significant conferences in cooperation with the ICTY
Outreach program in the Hague in local communities in BH entitled «Bridging the Gap
between ICTY and local communities in BH», where we initiated an open discussion on
the war crimes committed in these respective communities in BH and informed the
citizens about the work of the ICTY in that field.

In 2005, we started to work intensively with our partners from Croatia on a project
which deals with the state of sexual minorities, i.e. the LGTBIQ population in both
countries. In the second half of 2005, together with partners within the Balkan Human
Rights Network we have published a book named “Confronting the past - consequences
for the future”. This publication deals regionally with the need to confront the past and
deal with it. Authors of the articles of this book are eminent human rights activists,
university professors, journalists, lawyers and intellectuals from the Balkan region.

Within its operation, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska has
paid particular attention to young people and consequently it is coordinating Youth
Groups of some 60 young people between 16 and 21 years old. They are involved in
youth activities at the level of Bosnia and Herzegovina and they have a series of
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independent activities at local and regional levels. Within their activities, the young
people intend to promote the values of civil society, tolerance, communication between
different ethnic groups and universal humanistic values.

In the implementation of its goals, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in
Republika Srpska is particularly devoted to:

° systematic monitoring of the state of human rights in Republika Srpska;

° registering the violations of human rights and undertaking the protective
measures, collecting and distributing information on the practical solutions in the
area of human rights all over the world;

° voicing proposals for the improvement of the state of human rights in Republika
Srpska, including initiation of new regulations and the change of the existing
ones;

°  providing professional assistance to citizens in the area of human rights;

° establishing a database on the violations of human rights;

° contacting the media with the aim of promoting all aspects of human rights.

PROJECTS REALIZED IN 2013

PEACE EDUCATION ON LOCATION

In the period from 2001-2013 the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika
Srpska was organizing Human Rights Schools for Youth from all over Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the region. Thanks to our extensive experience in this field, the Helsinki
Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska expanded and improved the existing
program using numeorus resources and best practices obtained in the previous years.
Starting from year 2013, in cooperation with the Norwegian Helsinki Committee and
with financial support from the US Agency for International Development (USAID), the
Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska has started the
implementation of the project ,,Peace Education on Location“, which will last until
October 2015.

The realization of this project implies the education of 120 secondary school students
from the three regions of Bosnia and Herzegovina — Podrinje, Krajina and Herzegovina
on the topics which are aimed to increase the knowledge and skills of students on mass
human rights violations during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, based on established
facts and a humanistic approach to these events, through a combination of theory on
peace building and truth telling of those who witnessed these crimes.
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In direct cooperation with professors from the involved secondary schools, educational
institutions and representatives of civil society organizations from B&H, we have been
working on development of an education package which will long term contribute to
peace building, increase of tolerance and interethnic understanding in B&H. In addition
to methods, topics, sources and materials which are suitable for application in both
formal and non-formal education of youth on mentioned topics, the package will
contain the list of living resources — facilitators, trainers, lecturers from this field and
time witnesses. After the project ends, the education package will be delivered to the
responsible educational institutions for approval and adoption. Among other things, the
project involves the realization of three traveling schools for peace for secondary school
students from the three BH regions, additional education activities for teachers and
professors from the secondary schools involved and the trainers from the non-formal
education sector.

The main objective of this program is to soften and assuage harsh attitudes in local
communities in Bosnia and Herzegovina and among the young population that instigate
conflicts by the war crimes denial practice within institutions and among the general
public.

The project is divided into the following activity clusters:

Program preparatory activities — this activity aims to provide a proper realization of
planned program activities through a smooth coordination between program partners
and stakeholders, to ensure that all deadlines are met and anticipated results and
objectives get fulfilled. Program preparatory activities will be mostly realized in the first
three months of the project, while some of the activities will take place throughout the
entire project implementation.

Capacity building activities — the capacity building activities are aimed to increase the
program specific capacities of different groups of stakeholders, but also of the program
staff. Different activities will be realized, specifically designed for the respective
stakeholder groups. Capacity building was firstly organized in a format of study visit for
the program implementation team, while trainers who are responsible for the
forthcoming education activities attended a training program aimed to ensure a shared
vision and aims, applied teaching methodologies and methods, as well as the usage of a
joint education material while working with target groups. Further, time-witnesses who
have been participating in outdoor and on location education activities were trained as
well, thus ensuring that those, who are not primarily from the field of formal, informal
and non-formal sectors, understand their role and define the approaching while working
with target groups. During the second and third project year, this activity cluster will be
directed towards the increase of competencies of a group of diverse social actors and
involved stakeholders in peace-building, intercultural understanding and conflict
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mitigation, focusing on strengthening of the cooperation and communication
established during the first project year.

Education activities — the education activities will target youth from secondary schools
in three BH regions and are aimed to offer a different, interactive and proactive,
interdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning about the recent violent history of
the country and in particular in these three regions. These education activities will
further offer a possible education model for the educational institutions in order to
tackle a problem that needs to be solved in the nearest future. These education
activities have been and will be realized by the HCRS in cooperation with the project
implementation team and with those who have been trained and equipped with
knowledge and skills throughout the capacity building part of the program.

Promotion and evaluation activities — in order to maximize the outreach of the
program activities and in particular of the achieved results, promotion activities will be
realized in formats of promo material and TV programs with program participants. In
order to have a constant check on the progress and process of the program, internal
evaluations will take place on a regular basis, accompanied by dissemination of
evaluation findings among the most involved stakeholders and partners.

The first activity within the project involved the establishment of the project
implementation team whose members participated in the study trip to Norway
organized in November 2013 with the aim to increase the competence of the group of
diverse social actors in peace building, intercultural dialogue and peaceful conflict
resolution from the Norwegian perspective of dealing with the past. The project was
introduced to general public in Bijeljina at a conference attended by the representatives
of USAID, local authorities, schools and universities from Bijeljina and surroundings.

Based on the conclusions from the Analysis of Civic Education in three B&H regions
involved conducted earlier, we have started the creation of a unique education package
to be used in both formal and informal education in B&H. During the three years long
project implementation, regular internal project team meetings will be organized in
order to monitor the realization of envisaged activities timely and to plan the
forthcoming activities.
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OPEN YOUR EYES — THIS IS YOUR PAST II

At the beginning of September of 2013 the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in
Republika Srpska started the implementation of the project "Open Your Eyes - This is
Your Past II", with the financial support of the U.S. Embassy to Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The realization of the project, which is a continuation of the previously implemented
activities, will last for one year.

The objective of the project is to encourage and support young people from Zvornik and
Srebrenica in improving the mutual dialogue based on established facts from the recent
past. The project activities are focused on the affirmation of values such as solidarity,
understanding and reconciliation, establishment of trust between different ethnic and
national communities living in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The improvement of the capacities established during the project, "Open Your Eyes -
This is Your Past", which was implemented during 2012 and 2013 involves a three-day
training of peer educators on socially sensitive issues such as transitional justice, the
processes of dealing with the past and reconciliation. The later task of peer educators
was to contribute to the increase of knowledge and skills of a group of high school
students, by teaching them on these topics during the “School of Solidarity II”. In this
way, the capacities of young people to become multipliers, advocates and agents of
change in the process of establishing inter-ethnic reconciliation at the local level were
strengthened.

"The School of Solidarity 11" intended for 16 secondary school students from Zvornik and
Srebrenica was organized after the Training of peer to peer educators and lasted for five
days. The participants of this school learned about Transitional Justice and war events
from the 1992-1995 period on the territory of Zvornik and Srebrenica. They visited
certain places of suffering in these cities and talked to the people who witnessed these
events, as well as those who participated in the prosecution of these crimes.

Having passed the “School of Solidarity”, the participants approached the
implementation of a mini campaign “I Do (Not) Care", which involves the organization of
exhibitions and presentations in their schools and street actions in Zvornik and
Srebrenica. The objective of the campaign is to emphasize the importance of youth
participation in peace-building processes, in order to improve their own position in their
local communities in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the region.
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TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE AT UNIVERSITIES

In 2010 the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska in cooperation
with  the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, started the realization of the project
»1ransitional justice at Univeristies“. The project, which is financially supported by the
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs envisages establishment of cooperation with five
universities in BiH and a training of a group of students from this area.

The aim of the project is to create preconditions for the incorporation of Transitional
Justice contents into the existing subjects taught at five universities in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, in their official curricula. Thus the project helps create domestic cadre and
expertise from the domain of transitional justice for at least five professions: lawyers,
politicologists, sociologists, journalists and philosophers.

So far, there have been four specialized trainigs for students in the field of transitional
justice for students of Law, Political Science, Sociology, Journalism and Philosophy. The
teachers who taught at these trainings were also experts in transitional justice field,
active in civil society in Bosnia and Hercegovina.

Through the project implementaion, the involvement of academic community and
institutions from B&H in the work with youth as future changemakers has been
initiated. Beside, during the media campaign the public had the chance to learn why
these topics are significant for young people and why they should be studied in the B&H
formal education system. Addressing the topic of Transitional justicew at the B&H
universities would contribute to the establishment of lasting peace and would create
preconditions for reconciliation, interethnic and interreligious dialogue in B&H.
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NEW SOCIAL CAPITAL — BUILDING DOMESTIC CAPACITIES IN TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE

In year 2013 the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska, with the
support of Foreign Affairs Department in Switzerland started the realization of the
project ,,New Social Capital — Building Domestic Capaties in Transitional Justice®.

The main goal of the project is a creation of a platform for future generations living in
Bosnia and Herzegovina to learn about the recent past in an unbiased way in formal
education institutions, in a form of a fact-based learning. Besides focusing on young
generations, the project is supposed to help develop skills and increase knowledge of
professors from five invovled Universities in B&H on peace building and transitional
justice. The aim of the project is to contribute to establishment of a conditions for
sustainable peace, interethnic and interreligious dialogue in B&H by using capacities of
BH high education system.

The project foresees the relization of following activities: development of domestic
capacities in transitional justice; training for 25 students training based on previously
developed plan and curriculum (two modules — the training, including theory and
practice, and Web-based training for students); activities of students at their universities
in BiH after the training; inclusion of students in the realization of different activities
implemented by the HCRS and other organizations in B&H and the region; a public
campaign.

In 2013 the HCRS realized the following activities:

- A meeting with professors of five universities in B&H, representatives of the BH civil
society and professors from Switzerland. The goal of the meeting was to make the
framework of a syllabus, to develop the methodology and learning method for
teaching transitional justice at the BH universities.

- An advanced training for students of Law, Political Sciences and Journalism. During
this training, the students discussed the issues of criminal justice, justice for victims,
reparations, the interconnection of transitional justice with diffrent educational
disciplines, the existing international experiences in this area and activities they can
conduct at their universities, local comunities and society in which they act.

The realizaton of the project ,,New Social Capital — Building Domestic Capacities in
Transitional Justice“ was continued in 2014. The realization of activities to be
implemented in the following period involves: Web-based student training on
transitional justice, preparation and broadcasting of a TV show in duration of 90 minutes
on RTV BN, independent student activites in local comunities following the realization of
the training.
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CONTRIBUTION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS IN IMPROVEMENT OF POSITION OF
PEOPLE WITH RARE DISEASES IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska in partnership with the
Asociation XY from Sarajevo has been implementing the project ,,Contribution of Civil
Society Organisations in Improvement of Position of People with Rare Diseases in Bosnia
and Herzegovina“. The project is financed by the European Union through the
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA). The goal of the project is to strengthen
the network of CSOs in order to establish a good-quality health protection of people
with rare diseases through collaboration, exchange of expertise and knowledge and
dialogue with the authorities.

The activities realized within this project will strenghten capacities and skills for
networking, cooperation, exchange of knowlege and experience between the
memebers of the Coalition of healthcare organizations in B&H. This will create
preconditions for representatives of socially excluded groups to strengthen their
dialogue with the authorities and to participate in decision making process in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

During 2013, the following activities were realized:

- The Study on Rare Diseases in B&H was produced: The results end recommendations
of the study represent a the basic document for creation of entity-based strategies for
rare diseases. The strategies will be created in both of the B&H entities (the
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srpska) in order to provide
support and services that satisfy the needs of people suffering from rare diseases.
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- Capacity building for the members of the Coalition of organizations in health care: In
order to secure financial and institutional sustainability of the Coalition of
organizations and its members. Two trainings aimed to build the capacities of the
members of the Coalition were realized — establishment of networks /coalition and
strategic planning.

The activities planned for the forthcoming period include:

- The Training on discriminitaon and stigma for the representatives of people suffering
from rare diseases: The purpose of the training is to help the participants define and
identify stigma and discrimination when it comes to rare diseases, as well as to reduce
existing stigma and discrimination level facing those suffering from the diseases on
daily basis.

- National campaign ,,Health is a fundamental human right, whether the disease is rare
or not*: The goal of the campaign is to increase awarenes of the BH citizens about
difficult health and social situation facing the people suffering from rare diseases, as
well as lowering the stigma and discrimination rate facing these people.

- National conference on rare diseases: The national conference will gather all partners
involved in the project and interested parties in the country and the region (Coalition
of health care organizations in Zagreb, Coalition of health care organizations B&H,
civil society organizations from B&H) which will be introduced to the results of the
project.
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IMPROVEMENTS OD THE QUALITY OF PROSECUTOR'S OFFICES’ REPORTS THOUGH |
ANNUAL REPORTS, WITH A SPECIAL FOCUS ON THE ADJUSTMENSTS OF THE REPORTS
TO THE NEEDS OD THE PUBLIC

The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska (HCRS) and the Centre for
Information and Legal Aid (CIPP) Zvornik, being partner organizations and members of
the Justice Network in Bosnia and Herzegovina, implemented the project
“Improvements of quality of Prosecutor’s Offices’ reports though annual reports, with a
special focus on the adjustments of the reports to the needs of public”. The project
objective is to improve the quality and transparency of work of Prosecutor’s Offices
through improvement and standardization of the reporting process, with a special focus
on adjusting the annual report to the needs of general and professional public. The
project will be implemented in the period from September 2013 - June of 2014 and its
implementation is technically supported by USAID JSDP Il. The focus of the project will
be on the role of Prosecutor’s Offices in the B&H legal system, transparency of work of
Prosecutor’s Offices and adjustment of their reporting to the needs of general and
professional public, and analysis of existing administrative capacities of Prosecutor's
Offices after the implementation of the standard matrix. The realization of project
activities involves cooperation with ten selected Prosecutor’s Offices: the Federal
Prosector’s Office of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Prosecutor’s Office
of Republika Srpska in Banja Luka, District Prosecutors’ Offices in Banja Luka, Bijeljina,
Trebinje, East Sarajevo, Doboj and Cantonal Prosecutor’s Offices of Sarajevo, Mostar,
Zenica and High Judicial and Prosecutorial Council of B&H.

Activities carried out in the previous period:

- Organized meetings with the invovled Prosecutor’s Offices with the aim of
establishing cooperation and support for realization of project activities

- Realization of four focus groups for representatives of general and professional
public in Bijeljina, Mostar, Sarajevo and Banjaluka. The focus group which were
focused on the analysis of the efficiency of application of the standard relating to the
annual report of Prosecutor’s Offices, provided the relevant information on current
obstacles in communication of Prosecutor’s Offices with the public, as well as the
information on what the public wants to obtain from the annual reports of these
institutions.

- Analysis of the Effectiveness of Standard 4.2 Application (Annual Reporting) by
Prosecutors’ Offices in B&H
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Implementation of the project “Improvements of quality of Prosecutor’s Offices’ reports
though annual reports, with a special focus on the adjustments of the reports to the
needs of general public” was continued in 2014. The following activities have been
planned: promotion of the analysis at a press conference in Banja Luka and Sarajevo,
organized seminars for representatives of selected prosecutor’s offices, the
establishment of the Association of Secretaries of Prosecutor’s Offices B&H.

INCREASING LEGISLATIVE TRANSPARENCY IN WESTERN BALKANS

The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska, in cooperation with
partner organizations - the Centre for Development of Civil Society from Serbia, have
been implementing the project ,Increasing Legislative Transparency in Western
Balkans*.

From May 2013 — May 2014, seven civil society organizations from seven countries:
Centre for Development of Civil Society (Serbia), the Helsinki Committee for Human
Rights in Republika Srpska (Bosnia and Herzegovina), the Center for Democratic
Transition (Montenegro), the Institute from Community Development (Macedonia), the
Institute of Geostrategic Studies of Transnational Development (Hungary), the Helsinki
Foundation for Human Rights (Poland) and the Slovak Nonprofit Service Center
(Slovakia) worked on strengthening and networking of civil society sector of the
Western Balkans. The main objective of the project is to increase legislative
transparency in WB countries through shared experiences of colleagues and partner
organizations in the Visegrad group.

In 2013 the following activities were implemented:

Annual report on activities realized by Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska



- A meeting of the project team in Serbia with the aim of exchanging experiences and
harmonizing planned activities,

- Created web site http://www.transparencybalkans.info, containing the relevant
documents on legislative procedures of the countries which are covered by the
project. The site also contains examples of good practices of citizen participation and
civil society in legislative processes in these countries. The website contains the
articles on the activities realized by partner organizations involved in the project, as
well as joint media announcements.

- conference on the responsible authorities in the countries of the Western Balkans. The
participants of the conference were: MPs / councilors of national and local assemblies
/ parliaments, civil society representatives, representatives of political parties and
journalists from the countries of the Western Balkans.

- preparation of publications containing a collection of papers on the legislative
transparency in Serbia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Poland and
Hungary. The authors of these papers are university professors, colleagues from
partner organizations and the Ombudsman of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina.
At the end of publication, the list of recommendations on how to increase the
legislative transparency in the Western Balkans was provided by the working group.

The project activities which will be implemented in the forthcoming period are aimed to
promote the publication containing the articles on the legislative procedures of the
Western Balkans and recommendations to increase legislative transparency in the WB.
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YOUTH — MOST IMPORTANT DRIVING ENGINE OF OUR REGION

The project has been implemented by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in
Republika Srpska and the Center for Equitable Regional Development from June 2013 -
June 2014. The purpose of the project is to improve the capacities and skills of young
people from Bosnia and Herzegovina (B&H) and Serbia to advocate for social changes
and the establishment of an informal network of young people.

Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina are in the process of joining the EU, which implies
the harmonization of the existing systems with the EU norms, values and standards. In
the recent past both countries adopted a series of strategic and legal documents which
tackled the youth related issues. The respective institutional frameworks for systematic
addressing of the position of young people in their local communities have been
established as well.

Although these institutional commitments seem to be an encouraging step towards a
systematic dealing with youth issues in both of the countries, the situation on the local
level shows that these commitments often remain declarative, having no true impact on
the target group whatsoever. It is evident, however, that these changes were mostly
formally performed, since the newly established local mechanisms (municipal youth
commissions/offices) have neither the capacities nor the willingness to engage in their
own scope of work.

The project “Youth — the Most Important Driving Engine of our Region* had a significant
influence on the target groups and beneficiaries, as it addressed their needs and
interests. The improvement of the performance of the local youth commissions/offices
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in all 16 target municipalities® provided a true and strategic assistance and approach to
youth issues which are both a need and a constraint of the final beneficiaries as well.
Since this action implies a joint participation of local authorities, the youth
commissions/offices and young people from both countries contributed to sustainable
development of the cross-border region by means of a more efficient resolving of youth-
related issues.

Activities realised so far: conducted analysis of the work of youth offices/commissions in
the cross-border region of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia, the publication on the
work of local youth offices/commissions created and printed, the press conference held
in Bijeljina in order to present the results of the research on the efficiency of local
mechanisms for improvement of the position of young people in cross-border area, the
seminars in Bijeljina and Ruma organized with the aim to strengthen the capacities of
youth to actively address the problems in their local communities.

Activities realized in 2014: organization of two seminars for secondary school students

in Srebrenica and Zlatibor, creation and implementation of youth action plans in the
local communities, organization of the regional cross-border youth conference.

THE COURT SUPPORT NETWORK

The judicial system is an essential segment of a reconciliation process, whereas the
establishment of a more efficient judiciary is only possible if all the actors of society
support its work, understand its importance and role. Despite the fact that judicial
institutions have shown commitment to field work and the willingness to communicate
with the representatives of local communities, the judicial system cannot fully respond
to the needs and requests of the BH society which is still influenced by the events from
the war past.

The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska has been the member of
the Court Support Network since 2006. We realized numerous activities which helped
strengthen and promote the role of the BH Court, the Prosecutor’s Office and the
Criminal Defense Section BH in pursuing justice for victims, a more efficient judiciary
and combating impunity for serious crimes committed during the war.

! Cajetina, Uzice, Prijepolje, Nova Varos, Indjija, Ruma, Stara Pazova, Sremska Mitrovica, Bijeljina, Doboj East, Orasje, Gradacac,,Visegrad, Foca,
Srebrenica, Gorazde
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The goals we want to accomplish through this project are: to strengthen the capacities
of civil society in supporting the work of Judiciary; to encourage war crimes victims to
testify; to increase the transparency of judicial system in war crimes processing; to
reduce the space for war crimes denial in local communities and increase compassion
towards the victims of such crimes.

Activities realized by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska in
2013: round tables in Modrica, Foca, Konjic, Livho and Kakanj; visits to the Court of
Bosnia and Herzegovina for more than 100 students of Law faculties in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

WATCH DOG BIJELJINA

The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Republika Srpska continued cooperation
with the anti-corruption network "Account™ in combating corruption in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The purpose of a Watchdog team is to help citizens when reporting
corruption and the work on prevention of corruption in local communities.

Realized activities:

- reestablished cooperation with the District Prosecutor's Office in Bijeljina,;

- established cooperation with non-governmental organizations with the aim of
establihsing the best possible cooperation and providing assistance to citizens in
combating corruption;

- organized street actions with the aim to inform citizens about the purpose of the
Watch dog team in Bijeljina.
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- conducted survey among the citizens and students, which showed that citizens and
students do recognize certain occurrences of corruption, but seldom report such cases.

The project was implemented from September - December 2013 with the support from
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).
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